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                                          March 2008 News Letter

Mother nature sure was not on our side this season.  Hope you all were able to find some snow to play in.  The club has still been busy with club functions with or without the snow.  The 8th Annual Chicken BBQ and Antique show at Owen Orchards was not as successful as others.  We were up against Mother Nature again with very cold and windy conditions.  A BIG Thank you to the antique enthusiast that brought their sleds for show in such cold conditions.  Another BIG Thank you to those who volunteered setting up, cooking chicken, serving dinners,  parking cars,  antique sled sign up, clean up.  Again we want to Thank the Tripp family for the use of their facilities.   Check out our web site for pictures.

We also had The Great Eastern Whiteout on February 9th.  If you attended it you know Mother Nature was not on our side again.  We had a Great turn out for the muddy conditions.  The race did not happen but we did have over 300 antique sleds show.  Check out the web site for pictures.  At our March meeting it was voted on to have The Whiteout again next year hosted by The Weedsport Winter Wanderers.  We will be looking for more help to make this happen.  Thank you to all of those who volunteered.

The County ride scheduled for March 2nd out of Owen Orchard to Fun in the Field at Summer hill did not happen, due to lack of snow.

The club membership to date is at 540 members.

The 2008 Forum will be held in Niagara Falls this year.  This is a great way to get involved with the club to see what it’s all about and enjoy a week end away.  The date is April 11-13 contact Jeff Hollfelder @ 834-8688 if you would like to go.

Gas Receipt – Don’t forget to hand in your gas receipts.  The form is on the web site or they are available at the meetings.  I have also attached a copy for you to print out. Just need you to attach the receipt to the form with your signature hand it in at a meeting or mail it in to Kim Rinaldo.  This is such an easy way for the club to make money with out a lot of effort.  Reminder last year we only had 10 members hand in the sheets and receipts and we made $94.00.  Imagine if all 543 members handed in gas receipts.  Wow how easy can it get.  We are all upset at the price of gas this is a way to get some of that $ back. $.08 to the gal.  

Not much on the groomer report side.  Members are still meeting every Wed. at the groomer barn to work on the groomers.  If interested just stop in at 7:00 all is welcome.  Reminder if you do work on the groomers don’t forget to log it in the log books.  This is for many reasons such as knowing what has been done to the groomers and so we can report groomer work hrs. On our grant paperwork.  They are talking about doing some preventive maint. On the 1989 groomer motor over the summer.

We will need a replacement Trail boss to cover C5A form Curtin Road to approximately the east end of Church Road near Rt38A.  I would say contact Mike Major but he has resigned from that position so we also need someone to step up in that position of Trail Coordinator.  Mike again has done an awesome job and is willing to work with this person.

Trail bosses, when taking down signs please evaluate your trail and record any work that needs to be done.  We can create a work schedule and get trail work done over the summer month rather than deer season or last min. before snowmobile season when all would like to be riding.  Members if you noticed an area that needs attention please email us the info or come to the meetings and let us know.  I know we didn’t get to ride much of our trail system this year but we want to be ready for next year and try out that new groomer.

For those of you who ride in the Adirondack Park there are issues regarding Snowmobile trial Mileage on Wild Forest lands in the Adirondack Park Forest Preserve.  The problem is that the DEC is interpreting the “no material increase” guidelines in such a way that if the state acquires private land with existing trails, they are added to the total trail mileage that counts towards the 848.88 mile cap.  Even if the trials are on existing roads!  So for example if there are 805 miles of snowmobile trial within the forest Preserve, DEC purchases land that has 70 miles of snowmobile trail making the total snowmobile trail mileage on Forest Preserve 875 miles;  26.12 miles would be considered a material increase and would have to be removed from the system. We need to stop this madness before it gets to that point.   Our club did a form letter and some of the club members did sign and we got them in the mail along with a letter from our President on Weedsport Winter Wanderers letter head.  Letters needed to be there by the 4th of March and we were informed on the 26th of Feb.  We did not have much time.  But we did get some out.  We will keep you informed the best we can.  I think you can read more about it in the www.nyssnowassoc.org/talkingpoints08.pdf .   This 848.88 mile cap was passed.

Website:  Donna Arpino is our web master and is working on a new site.  She has done an awesome job on our existing site can’t wait to see the new one.  She has a few things to finish up before she releases it to the public.  One of the things she is working on is the groomer report page.  It was also brought up at the last meeting to get some sponsors on the web page for example if you own a business in the local area and would like to advertise on our site.  We will have a page for sponsors.  She is currently working on a sample now so we have something to demonstrate to the businesses.  For those of you that remember when we were a much smaller club and mailed out newsletters monthly.  We had business cards on the newsletter and they paid a small fee of $25.00 for the year.  Now that we do mailings via email we have dropped that part of it.  We were thinking it would help pay for the web page expenses and it is good for our local businesses.  Donna is open to any ideas and suggestions for the website.  She can be contacted at  darpino1@verizon.net.  She would love to here from you.

Don’t forget to send her pictures of your rides so she can post them on the web.  People like to see pictures.

We are going forward with our raffles same as last year.  The $100.00 raffle and BBQ, The $10.00 raffle.  

FUN               FUN                  FUN                     FUN                 FUN

We are organizing a Whitewater Rafting trip out of Watertown down the Black River.  July 26th.   About $70.00/person includes a chicken BBQ at the end.  The more people the cheaper it will be.  Sign up by May.  Contact Andy Wargo   253-6757.

We are looking to bring back the phone tree.  For example:  we have the membership master list with names and phone numbers and email addresses.  We would like a few volunteers who enjoy talking on the phone and has good people skills to help organize work parties for up coming events.  Depending on how many phone people we get we divide the list and start calling our members and asking for help.  Hopefully the personal touch will bring on more volunteers.  If they can help great.  We mark them down for a reminder call when we get closer to the event they signed up for.  If they can not help we mark them off and go on to the next.  A questioner with events and dates will follow when we have confirmed all our dates.

Some dates to remember:

Our next club meeting is Tuesday April 1st.  7:00pm Jordan Elbridge Community Center, Rt. 31, Jordan.   Pizza and Soda after the meeting.

Our Land Owners Appreciation will be an invite to our Pancake Breakfast.     Date has not been set yet.

Don’t forget to visit the web.  www.weedsportwinterwanderers.org
  Remember to check out the calendar for all upcoming events, meetings, and other club activities.
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